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some very promising work, music and literary circles, as well as
construction circles, afford facilities for free time. The children
attend cinemas and children's theatres free.
There is close contact with life outside. The commune is
attached to the Hammer and Sickle metallurgical factory. This
supports the commune with grants for extra expenditure,
supplies it with specially needed equipment, and so on. In
return, the commune helps to improve the output of the factory
and the cultural life of the workers. The Pioneers interview slack
factory-workers and talk to them. They organise Socialist
agreements and Socialist competition with the factory and
with individual workers. They take part in its anti-drink
and political campaigns. They produce sketches during the
lunch-hour, designed to shame the absentee and the drunkard,
and to encourage the conscientious worker, or sometimes merely
to improve their cultural level. They arrange reading evenings
for the workers.
The children attend the ordinary school in the neighbourhood.
Because they are very politically conscious they play an im-
portant role in school discipline and are found to be very helpful
with unruly children. There is much political work carried on in
the commune, and there is no doubt that these children will
grow up enthusiastic supporters of the Socialist regime. Stalin's
speech at the Seventeenth Party Congress was used as the basis
for much political work and supplied the themes for the whole
wall-newspaper of that month. All political anniversaries and
current political events are discussed, and stimulate the art,
dramatic, and literary work of their leisure. The commune is
often visited by well-known leaders and addressed by them.
The day is planned in detail. They rise at 7 a.m. and" do
physical jerks. The next hour is given up to breakfast, washing
up, and tidying up rooms. From 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. they are at
the school, which is very close at hand. At 12 noon at school
they all have free dinner. On arrival at the commune aftet
2 p.m. they have another dinner, followed by clearing away apd.
washing up. From & p.m. to 4 p.m. is free tincte, and froui